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Nature and Mission 

Priscilla Papers is the award-winning academic journal of Christians for Biblical Equality 
International (CBE). Priscilla Papers provides interdisciplinary evangelical scholarship on biblical 
interpretation, theology, church history, and other academic disciplines as they relate to a 
biblical view of women’s leadership and shared authority in the home, church, and world. 

Purpose 

• To provide scholarship on topics related to a biblical view of women’s equality and 
justice for women in the home, church, and world. 

• To build a global team of egalitarian scholars. 
• To be prophetic: “The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, nourish, and evoke a 

consciousness and perception alternative to the consciousness and perception of the 
dominant culture around us” (Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination 
[Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978], 13). 

Readership 

• Priscilla Papers is intended for scholars and opinion leaders, serious Bible students, 
egalitarians seeking biblical resources, and the discerning person in the pew. Our 
readership is ecumenical, coming from over 100 predominantly evangelical 
denominations around the world. More than 65 percent of our readers have advanced 
degrees; many are attending seminary. All share an interest in biblical and theological 
scholarship about women in the home, church, and world. Priscilla Papers is mailed 
quarterly to all CBE subscribers and those churches and organizations that are CBE 
Members. All articles are available free of charge at cbeinternational.org. Paper copies 
are available for purchase. 

• Because our readership is interdisciplinary and broad, please minimize technical 
terminology (e.g., “pericope,” “hapax legomenon,” “nomina sacra”). If a technical term is 
used extensively, define it when first used (e.g., “chiasm,” “intercalation,” “interpolation”). 

https://www.cbeinternational.org/
https://www.cbeinternational.org/primary_page/gift-memberships-and-subscriptions/
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Submission Guidelines 

• Priscilla Papers seeks original contributions in related disciplines including, but not 
limited to, biblical and theological studies, church history, Christian ministry, ethics, 
philosophy, and missiology. Articles must advance the cause of CBE. Priscilla Papers 
does not publish content that does not align with CBE’s mission, core values, and 
statement of faith. 

• Please send a completed article or a query letter with an abstract to 
PriscillaPapersEditor@gmail.com. A two- or three-sentence bio should be included. 
Authors of articles accepted for publication will be requested to submit a headshot and 
sign an author release form. 

• Priscilla Papers prefers manuscripts saved in Microsoft Word. Let the editor know if this 
is a hindrance. 

• Priscilla Papers is edited according to the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of 
Style (CMS), supplemented by the second edition of The SBL Handbook of Style 
(SBLHS) for discipline-specific matters such as journal abbreviations and transliteration 
of biblical languages. 

• Articles should range between 2,000 and 7,000 words. 
• All submissions must be original, unpublished, and submitted exclusively to Priscilla 

Papers. Upon publication, copyright is transferred to CBE. This copyright includes the 
nonexclusive right to publish the submission and the continuing right, without limit, to 
include the submission as part of any reprinting of the journal by the publisher or by its 
licensed agencies. Priscilla Papers also assumes full reprint permission for all media, 
including various electronic media, of any item we publish. Each author must sign a 
release form before publication. Final selection for all material published in Priscilla 
Papers is at the discretion of the editor and publisher; Priscilla Papers reserves the right 
to use or not use any article. 

• Authors are solely responsible for the facts and attributions in an article. 
• The editors and publisher reserve the right to edit articles as necessary. Substantive 

content changes will be made in consultation with the author. 
• In addition to academic articles, Priscilla Papers publishes sermons. 
• Authors receive three copies of the issue in which their article appears, as well as a one-

year print subscription to both Priscilla Papers and Mutuality. 

Text 

• Use gender-inclusive language (see CMS 5.46 and 5.221–30), as well as gender-
accurate versions of the Bible, such as NRSV, NRSVue, TNIV, NIV 2011, and CEB. 

• Authors are welcome to use spellings customary in their region of the world (e.g., color 
or colour, rationalize or rationalise). 

• Use the same font throughout, including endnotes. 
• Non-English words should be italicized and, when necessary, transliterated. See SBLHS 

5.1–3 for transliteration of biblical languages. When transliterating Hebrew, use General-
Purpose Style (SBLHS 5.1.2) rather than Academic Style (SBLHS 5.1.1). Using macrons 
to distinguish omega from omicron and eta from epsilon is not necessary. 

https://www.cbeinternational.org/primary_page/cbes-mission/
https://www.cbeinternational.org/primary_page/cbes-mission/
mailto:mPriscillaPapersEditor@gmail.com
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• Use one space after each sentence, not two. 
• Do not include a space between the end of a sentence and the number of an endnote. 
• Use italics, as opposed to underlining (for titles) or boldface (for emphasis). 
• Use the indentation settings of Microsoft Word to create block quotations; do not use 

hard returns, tabs, or spaces. 
• Do not justify the right margin. 
• Examples of preferred style: 

o Avoid contractions. 
o Avoid trite words such as “very,” “really,” “thing,” “nice,” “and/or.” 
o Limit use of first and second person. 
o Shorten clauses such as “was a place that” and “the fact that.” “Capernaum was 

a place that was known for its fishing.” “James emphasizes the fact that faith and 
works are complementary.” 

o Limit use of introductory phrases such as, “In my opinion,” “I think that,” and “It 
seems to me.” 

o Use possessive forms such as Jesus’s and Moses’s, not Jesus’ and Moses’ 
(CMS 7.16). 

o Neither “Bible” nor the title of any biblical book should be italicized. 
o Capitalize sections of Sripture (e.g., Apocrypha Gospels, Synoptics, synoptic 

Gospels, Pentateuch, Torah, Ketuvim, Wisdom literature). 
o Do not capitalize divine pronouns (SBLHS 4.3.4.3). For capitalization of divine 

titles (e.g., Comforter, Creator, Son of God, King of kings, Trinity), see SBLHS 
4.3.4.2. 

o BC and AD are preferred over BCE and CE (using full capital letters and no 
periods). AD precedes the year (AD 70); BC follows the year (586 BC). 

Parenthetic Citation of Ancient Primary Sources 

• Biblical citations should be included in the text itself, enclosed in parentheses. The same 
is true of other primary ancient sources when it is not necessary to cite a specific 
publication. 

• SBLHS 8.2: “Books of the Bible cited without chapter or chapter and verse should be 
spelled out in the main text. Books of the Bible cited with chapter or chapter and verse 
should be abbreviated, unless they come at the beginning of the sentence. All 
occurrences of biblical books in parentheses and footnotes should be abbreviated. 

Right:   The passage in 1 Cor 5 is often considered crucial. 
The passage, 1 Cor 5:6, is often considered crucial. 
First Corinthians 5:6 is a crucial text. 
“Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of 
dough?” (1 Cor 5:6 NRSV). 

Wrong:  1 Cor 5:6 is a crucial text. 
1 Corinthians 5:6 is a crucial text.” 

• In lists of citations, use commas wherever a pattern allows, instead of overusing 
semicolons. 

(Gen 1:2, 3:4, 5:16; Exod 1:2; Lev 1:2, 3:4) 
(Gen 1:2, 8, 24; 2:6, 10) 
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(Gen 1:2, Exod 1:2, Lev 1:2) 

• When a biblical quotation ends a sentence, the parenthetic reference is between the 
closing quotation mark and the punctuation: According to Paul, “you are all one in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal 3:28 TNIV). 

• If a biblical quotation is a block quotation, no quotation marks are used and the 
parenthetic reference appears after the final period. Because Priscilla Papers is a two-
column journal, the number of lines requiring use of a block quotation is not strictly set. 

• Abbreviate verse(s) as v(v). and chapter(s) as ch(s). 
• Following the chapter and verse, abbreviate the Bible version in all caps with no 

intervening comma. Gender-accurate versions such as NRSV, NRSVue, TNIV, NIV 
2011, and CEB are preferred. See SBLHS 8.2 for common abbreviations. It is typically 
unnecessary to include the year when citing NIV 2011; use the dated abbreviation only 
when necessary, such as when contrasting with NIV 1984. 

• Use the list of abbreviations below (see also SBLHS 8.3). Bible books not listed below 
should be spelled out. 

Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
1 or 2 Samuel 
1 or 2 Kings 
1 or 2 Chronicles 
Nehemiah 
Esther 
Psalms 
Provers 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Solomon 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
Hosea 
Obadiah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

Gen 
Exod 
Lev 
Num 
Deut 
Josh 
Judg 
Ruth 
1 or 2 Sam 
1 or 2 Kgs 
1 or 2 Chr 
Neh 
Esth 
Ps(s) 
Prov 
Eccl 
Song 
Isa 
Jer 
Lam 
Ezek 
Dan 
Hos 
Obad 
Mic 
Nah 
Hab 
Zeph 
Hag 
Zech 
Mal 

Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts of the Apostles 
Romans 
1 or 2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
1 or 2 Thessalonians 
1 or 2 Timothy 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
James 
1 or 2 Peter 
1, 2, or 3 John 
Revelation 
Old Testament 
New Testament 
Common English Bible 
Christian Standard Bible 
English Standard Version 
King James Version 
New International Version 
New Living Translation 
Today’s New International Version 
New Revised Standard Version 
NRSV Updated Edition 

Matt 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts 
Rom  
1 or 2 Cor 
Gal 
Eph 
Phil 
Col 
1 or 2 Thess 
1 or 2 Tim 
Phlm 
Heb 
James 
1 or 2 Pet 
1, 2, or 3 John 
Rev 
OT 
NT 
CEB 
CSB 
ESV 
KJV 
NIV 
NLT 
TNIV 
NRSV 
NRSVue 
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• When citing non-biblical primary ancient sources, use the current English or Latin titles 
(italicized and abbreviated), followed by appropriate book, chapter, and paragraph or 
section numbers (where available). 

(Eusebius, Hist. eccl. 3.3.2; 4.15.3–5) or (Eusebius, Church History, 3.3.2; 4.15.3–5) 
(Josephus, J.W. 1.321–29) or (Josephus, Jewish War, 1.321–29) 

• See SBLHS 8.3 for primary sources such as the Septuagint, Dead Sea Scrolls, Philo, 
Josephus, Mishnah, Talmud, Targums, and NT Pseudepigrapha. 

Endnotes 

• Superscripted endnote references immediately follow the final word or punctuation of the 
clause or sentence they reference. Place endnote references at the end of sentences 
whenever possible. 

• Priscilla Papers does not use op., cit., or ibid. Instead, see examples below. 
• Use shortened forms of publishing companies, omitting self-evident wording such as 

“press,” “inc.,” “company,” and “publishing house.” For example: Augsburg Fortress, 
Baker, Brazos, Broadman, Eerdmans, Hendrickson, InterVarsity, IVP Academic, Kregel, 
Liturgical, Paulist, Word, Zondervan. 

• Whenever possible, utilize the abbreviations for journals and reference works in SBLHS 
8.4.1–2. 

• The list of examples below borrows from the more extensive list in SBLHS 6.2–3. It gives 
both an initial citation and a shortened form for subsequent citations. 

• Priscilla Papers departs from CMS/SBLHS on three points: 1. Do not include punctuation 
before the page numbers. 2. For books, do not include the city of publication. 3. For 
journal articles, place a forward slash between the volume and number (e.g., 3/1 instead 
of vol. 3, no. 1). 

Correct: Cynthia Long Westfall, Paul and Gender: Reclaiming the Apostle’s 
Vision for Men and Women in Christ (Baker Academic, 2016) 
112–16. 

Incorrect:  Cynthia Long Westfall, Paul and Gender: Reclaiming the Apostle’s 
Vision for Men and Women in Christ (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2016), 112–16. 

Correct:  Margaret Mowczko, “Wealthy Women in the First-Century Roman 
Word and in the Church,” Priscilla Papers 32/3 (Summer 2018) 3–
7. 

Incorrect: Margaret Mowczko, “Wealthy Women in the First-Century Roman 
Word and in the Church,” Priscilla Papers 32, no. 3 (Summer 
2018): 3–7. 

• Book by one author 
1. Craig S. Keener, Paul, Women & Wives: Marriage and Women’s Ministry in the 

Letters of Paul (Hendrickson, 1992) 313.  
2. Keener, Paul, Women & Wives, 313. 

• Book by two or three authors 
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1. William S. LaSor, David A. Hubbard, and Frederic W. Bush, Old Testament Survey: 
The Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament (Eerdmans, 1982) 313. 

2. LaSor, Hubbard, and Bush, Old Testament Survey, 313. 
• Book by more than three authors 

1. Bernard Brandon Scott et al., Reading New Testament Greek (Hendrickson, 1993) 
53. 

2. Scott et al., Reading New Testament Greek, 42. 
• Translated book 

1. Wilhelm Egger, How to Read the New Testament: An Introduction to Linguistic and 
Historical-Critical Methodology, trans. P. Heinegg (Hendrickson, 1996) 28.  

2. Egger, How to Read, 291. 
• Article in an edited volume 

1. Ronald W. Pierce and Mary L. Conway, “The Treatment of Women Under the Mosaic 
Law,” in Discovering Biblical Equality: Biblical, Theological, Cultural, and Practical 
Perspectives, ed. Ronald W. Pierce, Cynthia Long Westfall, and Christa L. 
McKirland, 3rd ed. (IVP Academic, 2021) 53. 

2. Pierce and Conway, “Treatment of Women,” 53. 
• Revised edition of a book 

1. Margaret L. Andersen, Thinking About Women: Sociological Perspectives on Sex 
and Gender, 3rd ed. (Macmillan, 1993) 313. 

2. Andersen, Thinking about Women, 313. 
• Multivolume work 

1. Elizabeth A. McCabe, ed., Women in the Biblical World: A Survey of Old and New 
Testament Perspectives, 2 vols. (University Press of America, 2009, 2011) 2:99. 

2. McCabe, Women in the Biblical World, 2:99. 
• Titled volume in a multivolume edited work 

1. Bruce W. Winter and Andrew D. Clarke, eds., The Book of Acts in Its Ancient Literary 
Setting, vol. 1 of The Book of Acts in Its First Century Setting, ed. B. W. Winter 
(Eerdmans, 1993) 25. 

2. Winter and Clarke, Book of Acts, 25. 
• Work in a series 

1. F. F. Bruce, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, WBC 45 (Word, 1982) 210–15. 
2. Bruce, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 210–15. 

• Journal article 
1. Philip B. Payne, “Does the New Testament Name Only Men as Local Church 

Officers?,” Priscilla Papers 26/3 (Summer 2012) 6. 
2. Payne, “Does the New Testament Name Only Men?,” 6. 

• Review of a book 
1. Howard M. Teeple, review of A. Robert and A. Feuillet, Introduction to the New 

Testament, JBR 34 (1966) 369. 
2. Teeple, review of Robert and Feuillet, 369. 

• Unpublished dissertation or thesis 
1. Fred A. Bailey, “The Status of Women in the Disciples of Christ Movement, 1865–

1900” (PhD diss., University of Tennessee, 1979) 207–8. 
2. Bailey, “Status of Women,” 207–8. 

• Article in a dictionary or encyclopedia 
1. Krister Stendahl, “Biblical Theology, Contemporary,” IDB 1:419. 
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2. Stendahl, “Biblical Theology,” 1:419. 
• Paper presented at an academic conference 

1. Aída Besançon Spencer, “Silence, Women, and the Church” (paper presented at the 
annual meeting of Christians for Biblical Equality, Medellín, Colombia, 8 July 2014) 5. 

2. Spencer, “Silence,” 5. 
• Internet citations 

o Begin urls with http:// or https://, thus making “www.” unnecessary. For example:  
https://cbeinternational.org/ rather than https://www.cbeinternational.org/. 

o It is not necessary to note when an online resource was accessed. 
o When a url follows a citation of print resource, place it at the end of the print 

citation and after a comma. For example: Sherrie Aeschliman, “What are Your 
Ideas for a New Organization?,” Priscilla Papers 1/1 (Winter 1987) 3-4, 
https://cbeinternational.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/PP1.1.pdf.  

o When a url does not accompany a citation of a print resource, it can stand alone 
or be prefaced by “See,” “See further,” “Compare,” etc. 

http://www./
https://cbeinternational.org/
https://www.cbeinternational.org/
https://cbeinternational.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/PP1.1.pdf
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