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The fingers on the hand were having a rather 

heated discussion on who was the most important. 
When the discussion turned into an argument, the 
thumb decided to intervene. He suggested everyone sit 
down and each finger be given the opportunity to state 
why he thought he was the greatest! The thumb would 
be the judge. 

The index finger was called on. He stood up 
and said, "I'm the most important because I'm the one 
that points the way. I'm also the most important 
because when people count they start with me." 

The middle finger was called to stand, but 
refused saying, "If all the fingers will stand with me, 
you will see that I'm the most important" When they 
stood, the middle finger said, "It is clear that I am the 
greatest as I stand head and shoulders above the rest." 

The next finger was called and he said, "I'm 
the most important because people load me with riches 
- I have gold, silver and precious stones put on me. I 
am therefore the most important because people value 
me the most." 

Lastly, the little finger stood saying, "I'm the 
greatest because I'm the strongest. When anyone 
wants to make a point very vehemently, they bang 
their fist on the table and I take the full force of the 
attack. I'm the greatest because I am the strongest" 

The thumb then took a tennis ball and said, 
"Each one of you come and pick this up." Each fmger 
tried, but none succeeded. Then the thumb said, "Now 
work together and try to pick up the ball." They each 
held a different part of the ball and found they could 
lift it It wasn't very easy, but they could at least do 
better than when they each tried to pick up the ball just 
on their own. The thumb then said, "Now try again 
and let me help you." The whole hand, fingers and 
thumb, all worked together and lifted the ball easily. 

There are some things we can do alone, more 
we can do when we work together, and still more when 

we work together and with God. 
When the tenn "co-operation" is used, the 

emphasis is usually on "co" - together, but let us not 
forget that the phrase means as much "working" 
together as working "together". There is action 
involved in "co-operation", but it is an action under
taken in unity. It is not enough for us to nod assent at 
the notion of co-operation. What is required is a 
detennination to take the initiatives needed to move 
ourselves, our congregations, our churches, our 
groups into co-operative endeavour. 

Unity does not mean that we are all the same, 
as we saw in the example of the hand. Rather it means 
mutuality and interdependence. It means being united 
in purpose while giving each member freedom to 
exercise his or her own strengths. 

If we look at St Paul's letters, we see that 
unity is characterized by the giving of mutual encour
agement (Rom. 1), by commending one person to 
another (Col. 4:7-14), praying for one another (phil. 
1:4), exhorting one another and encouraging each other 
not to lose heart (Col. 3). How well do we do that? 
encourage each other? - commend each other? - pray 
for each other and encourage each other to keep going? 

In Philippians 2 Paul urges his readers to be 
"one in spirit and purpose", not to do anything out of 
"selfish ambition", and asks each to look "not only to 
your own interest, but also to the interest of others". 

In the book of Romans we are given a 
wonderful picture of co-operation in the early church. 
In Romans we are invited to glimpse an international 
fellowship of believers who are working to spread the 
gosopel. This fellowship is made up of women and 
men, of young and old, experienced Christians and 
new Christians, people representing different coun
tries, different gifts, different opportunities, and 
different levels of society. 

Paul commends these Christian workers to 

each other: Phoebe, a minister of another church at 
Cenchrea, is to be received in a way that is worthy of 
the saints. Timothy, Gaius, Erastus and others 
working for the gospel with Paul in Ephesus, send en
couragement to those working at Rome. 

Clearly, unity was not to be confused with 
unifonnity. We hear too of Priscilla and Aquila, in 
whose home the church meets; Epenetus, the first 
convert to Christ from Asia; Andronicus and Junia, 
who had suffered in prison with, and who, he said, 
were "outstanding among the apostles", and others, 
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some of whom were members of slave households and 
some of the imperial households. 

What diversity in unity! All were "fellow 
workers" in the gospel, but their ethnic, educational, 
social and religious background were very different, as 
were their responsibilities, opportunities and experi
ences. Yet they all had a significant role in the spread 
of the gospel. The range of ministries created diver
sity, but the workers were bonded by a common pur
pose. 

Paul could clearly have listed many more 
names from other cities and from other places and 
ministries, but instead sum 
s them up in the words "all the churches of Christ send 
greetings". Is this true of us? Do we send greetings to 
one another? Does the Church in Australia send 
greetings, encouragement and support to the Church in 
Zaire? Does the Church in India send greetings, en
couragement and support to the Church in Finland? 

Workers in the N.T. era church were as 
international and in other ways as multifaceted as was 
the task they undertook. The need for recognition of 
each other's work, the value of praying one for the 
other, and the encouraging of each other, was a vital 
aspect of their co-operation in evangelism. 

It was a co-operation which recognised 
different gifts and roles, that recognised the primacy of 
the task, accepted the inevitability of suffering, and 
warmly and generously gave encouragement It was 
not a superficial co-operation which tolerated and even 
perpetuated division, or that encouraged individualism 
and needless duplication. Nor was it characterized by 
competitiveness. (Recent research from the Coopera
tive Learning Center at Minnesota University has 
shown that too much competition is bad for our health 
and can bring out the "beast" in us. Co-operation is 
conducive to good health and brings out the "best" in 
us!) 

Co-operation means non-competitive partner
ship. It requires humility and the recognition of others, 
their gifts and their ministry. Co-operation means 
genuine partnership between men and women, clergy 
and laity, young and old, first-world and third world, 
north and south church and parachurch. 

We cannot be partners/co-workers until we 
recognize our oneness in the Spirit. and until we come 
in humility asking forgiveness for the divisions we 
have created, the polarity we have tolerated, the 
opportunities we have wasted through suspicion and 
territorialism, the hurts we have administered to one 
another and the opportunities we have denied each 
other. And let us recognize that we have done all 
these. We have allowed personal ambition, rivalry 
between ministries, dogmatism about non-essentials, 
denominational distinctiveness, continued paternalism 
and corporate individualism to cloud our commission 
and contaminate our call. But it is not enough to 

acknowledge it; we must do something about it. 
We share a common vision: the primacy and 

urgency of making known Christ's saving work to all 
people. However, it is becoming an increasingly 
obvious fact that the whole gospel will not be taken to 
the wlwle world unless it is taken by the whole church. 

No one of us can do it alone. No denomina
tion can do it alone. No mission body can do it alone. 
No country can do it alone. No gender, age or race can 
do it alone. It can however be done, if we work in co
operation with God and with each other. 

In the 19th century, the scientists Marie and 
Pierre Curie had been experimenting with radio
activity. After years and years of work Pierre was one 
day discouraged and felt daunted by the magnitude of 
the task. Turning to his wife he said, "It can't be done. 
It can't be done. It will take 100 years!" To which she 
replied, "It will be done. Even if it takes 100 years! 
We can do no less than work for it while we have 
breath." They kept working and they discovered 
radium. 

Don't let us be daunted by the magnitude of 
the task of world evangelization. It can be done no 
matter how long it takes! And it will be done faster 
and more efficiently if we - as individuals, local 
churches and para-church organizations - work 
together. 

The October 88 issue of the Prayer Count
down to Lausanne 1/ in Manila said "A new spirit of 
co-operation pervades Crhristianity everywhere. 
International radio broadcasters have banded together 
to more effectively sound out the gospel message to 
the world; expatriate Chinese churches around the 
world have come togwether under the Christian Co
ordination Centre for World Evangelization, and dif
ferent organizations are working together in a number 
of countries to bring the whole gospel to their entire 
nation." 

These prayer countdowns to Lausanne II 
saying "four months to go", "three months to go", 
"two months to go.."? Well the countdown has ended. 
Now is the time for the launch! 

Today is the time for co-operative action. 
Co-operation, however, has a cost It may mean that 
the church will need a greater openness to the work of 
parachurch and house churches. It may mean denomi
national sharing of tasks and personnel; it may mean 
conservatives and those not so conservative - listening 
to and learning from each other; it may mean men 
recognising women's calling to ministry and mission; 
it may mean mission boards working more closely and 
more humbly with the national churches they have 
brought into being. It may mean co-operation between 
international and multinational organizations. It may 
mean this and more, and more! 

We need to ask for forgiveness for our pride, 
our self-seeking, our denominational divisiveness, our 
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exclusive structures, and our failure to put fIrst, God 
and His call to world evangelization. But let us 
remember that when we ask for that forgiveness, we 
stand forgiven. The past with all its failures is behind 
us and glorious opportunities lie ahead. We must not, 
like Marly's ghost in Chrales Dickens' "Christmas 
Carol", drag the chain of the past with us wherever we 
go. We are the forgiven, cleansed, renewed people of 
God. 

Today we can say "Lord, forgive us". We 
can also say "Lord, help us to learn from our mistakes 
and from this day forward go forth together to take 
your Good News to the world." 

The Lausanne Convenant, Paragraphs 6 and 7 
says: "We affirm that Christ sends his redeemed 
people into the world. .. We affirm that the Church's 
visible unity in truth is God's purpose. Evangelism 
also summons us to unity, because our oneness 
strengthens our witness, just as our disunity under
mines our gospel ofreconciliation. .. We who share 
the same biblical faith should be closely united in 
fellowship, work and witness." 

The task of taking the whole gospel to the 
whole world will only be effective if the whole church 
catches the vision of working with God and with each 
other, acknowledging each other, and each other's 
ministries encouraging each other, praying for each 
other, strengthening and supporting each other, so that 
there will be an ever-growing, dynamic network of 
God's believing, praying, called and commissioned 
witnesses covering the whole world. 

It can be done, and we can do no less than 
work for it while we have breath! 

WE ARE EQUAL, THIS WE KNOW! 

One of the serendipitous moments at our July 
conference was the spontaneous creation of an 
appropriate theme song for Christians for Biblical 
Equality. During Gretchen Hull's plenary session on 
"The Biblical Basis for Human Equality", she re
minded us of the truth taught in the Sunday school 
song "Jesus Loves Me" and she suggested that we 
could sing "We are equal, this we know, for the Bible 
tells us so." 

Leo Kwiatkowski, CBE member from 
Yorktown Heights, New York, was immediately 
moved to write down an eqalitarian version of "Jesus 
Loves Me" and on the spot created words that teach 
the Bible truth found in Galatians 3:28. His wife, 
Vema Mae, has already used this version in church 
programs, and the response has been enthusiastic. Leo 
has graciously given the results of his happy inspira
tion to CBE, and we thank him for creating this our 
very own theme song. What a practical example of 

partnership as we all work together to spread the truth 

of biblical equality! 

MIRACLE IN ST. PAUL! 

At our first national conference, July 20-23 in 
St Paul, Minnesota, there were 235 official registrants 
from 24 states and 7 foreign countries. More than 100 
additional persons attended the evening sessions, 
which were open to the public free of charge. Plenary 
speakers were Kari Malcolm, author of Women at the 
Crossroads and Building Your Family to Last; Faith 
Martin, author of Call Me Blessed; Dr, David 
Oowney, Christian ethicist; Gretchen Gaebelein Hull, 
author of Equal to Serve; Astri Anfmdsen, a pastor 
from Norway; and Dr. Roger Nicole, evangelical elder 
statesman who gave a ringing call for "A Time for Af
firmation" of full use of their gifts by all members of 
Christ's church. There were 41 workshops, all based 
on a biblical approach to their topics. Tapes of both 
plenary sessions and workshops are availabl~just 

write to our CBE headquarters for the price list. 
This conference embodied what Board 

Member Nancy Graf Peters called "a miracle"! 
Although CBE is only two years old, we already have 
more than 800 members, spread across the United 
States and several foreign countries. There are four 
local chapters: Twin Cities (Minnesota), Front Range 
(Denver), Los Angeles, and Pittsburgh. Interested 
persons in the area of Wheaton, l1linois plan to meet 
on November 30 to consider forming a chapter. 
Priscilla Papers has a current circulation of 900. 

The second CBE biennial conference will be 
held, God willing, from August 15-19,1991 at Winter 
Park, outside of Denver, Colorado, and will be hosted 
by the CBE Front Range Chapter. Those of you who 
experienced the "Miracle in St. Paul" won't want to 
miss "Miracle in the Rockies"- and those who 
weren't able to attend in '89 will want to plan ahead to 

be part of the excitement in '91. 

We are equal, this we know
 
For the Bible tells us so.
 
Jew and Greek to God belong;
 
Racial barriers are all wrong.
 
~: Lord, we are equal,
 
Lord, we are equal,
 
Lord, we are equal
 
Because You made us so.
 

Slave and free no diff'rence know, 

One in Christ who loves them so.
 
Male and female all are one,
 
Saved by God's own Holy Son
 

Chorus: Lord, we are equal,
 
Lord, we are equal,
 
Lord, we are equal
 
Because You make us so.
 
Sung to tune of "Jesus Loves Me"
 

~ords by Leo J. Kwiatkowski. Dedicated to eBE July 1989 
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IS THERE A BIBLICAL FEMINISM? 
by Dr. Rebecca Pentz, Yakima, WA 

Reprintedjrom "Presbyterian Communique".
 
Used by permission.
 

I am not proud of Christendom's track record 
on sexism. Many male interpreters of the Bible lead 
one to believe that Jesus had little or nothing to do 
with women. Only in the last two or three decades 
have scholars unearthed the integral part women 
played in Jesus' ministry. Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza 
in her book In Memory ofHer tells the story of one of 
the three main characters in holy week, the woman 
who anoints Jesus' head. Jesus is so moved by what 
she does that he exclaims "And truly I say to you, 
wherever the gospel is presched in the whole world, 
what she has done will be told in memory of her" 
(Mark 14:9). Yet, prior to Fiorenza's work, this 
woman was viewed as an extra in the Gospel drama 
penciled into the margins of the New 'Testament. It is 
the male characters of passion week, Judas and Peter, 
whose stories have been told. 

The church historically has been a patriarchal 
hierarchy with men at the top and women at the 
bottom. Religious history is dotted with arguments 
like the following: Women cannot be priests because 
there must be physical resemblance between the priest 
and his Lord; the female sex must be the inferior sex 
because God chose the male sex for his incarnation; 
Paul says in Eph. 5:24 that wives are to be subject in 
everything to their husbands, so it is clear that God 
intended that there be a divine hierarchy here on earth 
with men lording it over women and children. Such 
arguments have led to radical feminist outcries like 
Mary Daly's "the idea of a unique incarnation in a 
male... is inherently sexist and oppressive." Or more 
pithily "Since 'God' is male, the male is God ("The 
Qualitative Leap Beyond Patriarchal Religion," Quest. 
I, p. 21). 

Whereas I see no need to defend, only to 
lament, the sexism of Christendom, I do think femi
nine Christians should think again about what Jesus 
himself taught. Jesus was a man. How did his 
maleness affect how he related to, and what he taught 
about, women? 

Before I began my research into feminist 
Christology I thought that feminists argued that men 
and women are equal. i.e. that we women can do 
anything men can do just as well as they can. But no, 
the research today points to how different men and 
women are. We differ not only biologically but 
intellectually. We reason differently. Take, for 
example. our approach to moral problems. Men and 
women, suggests Carol Gilligan (In a Different Voice 
), work within different value structures, women 

valuing relationships, men valuing individual rights. 
We even sin differently. Valerie Saiving in "The 
Hwnan Situation: Feminine View" (Womanspirit 
Rising, pp. 25-35) argues that since a woman's biology 
reinforces her sexuality so graphically-we menstru
ate, bear children. lactate, go through menopause-we 
women are more secure in our sexuality and have less 
to prove. Men, on the other had, have fewer built-in 
biological indicators and correspondingly have more to 
prove. This is good insofar as it encourages men to 
achieve and to be more creative, but it is also bad in 
that it encourages the sins of false pride, selfishness, 
grasping after power, exploitation and oppression. We 
women, on the other hand, find it easier to be self-giv
ing and sacrificial. But we too have our own set of 
feminine sins: we lack a sense of identity apart from 
our family, we lack integrity, we lack decisiveness, we 
lack excellence. In short, we lack a sense of the 
importance of self. 

Jesus and Temptation 
Jesus without question was a man. The 

temptations he faced in the wilderness were tempta
tions to power and self-aggrandizement, not tempta
tions to the negation of self. Jesus is known to have 
called other people to self-sacrifice and selflessness 
(see Luke 9:59-62; Matt. 16:24-25; 19:21), a call most 
men, but not many women need to hear. Does this 
mean that Jesus, being out of touch with the feminine 
experience, preached a message applicable only to 
men? Or worse, is his message detrimental to women 
because it encourages us to continue in our self
demeaning sin? We already have a tendency to negate 
ourselves, and a call to self-sacrifice just compounds 
the error. So, is Jesus in fact a threat to women? 

I Say No 
Many radical feminists answer yes. I answer 

no. When Jesus was addressing women alone, he 
preached a different message than he preached to men. 
Jesus never tells a woman (as he does the rich young 
ruler) that she should sacrifice all that she has. He 
never heaps scorn upon women (as he does the 
Pharisees) for their pride or their self-reighteousness. 
He never pulls women up short (as he does James and 
John) for their attempt to seize the privilege of sitting 
one on his left, one on his right. With women, Jesus 
takes an entirely different tack. 

Look at his encounter with Mary and Martha. 
He tells Martha in so many words that Mary shouldn't 
be helping Martha serve; she should be doing theology 
with Jesus. He calls the Samaritan woman to focus on 
the higher questions of right worship and right 
relationship to God rather than on her daily chores. He 
even rebukes an anonymous woman in a crowd for 
complimenting Mary for having borne such a great 
son. This poor woman tries to compliment Jesus by 
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complimenting his mother, and Jesus retorts that no 
one is blessed just for her child-bearing. "Blessed 
rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it 
(Luke 1l:27)." In short, the Jesus of the Gospels calls 
women to develop themselves rather than sacrifice 
themselves. He calls them to do theology rather than 
being totally preoccupied with their domestic chores. 
He calls them to nurture their relationship to God 
rather than being defined by their relationships with 
their husband and children. It was men whom Jesus 
told to be more self-sacrificing, not women. 

As an evangelical Christian, I believe, of 
course, that Jesus can do more than help women 
develop a healthy sense of self. I believe he can save 
us. Women have always been told that they need men 
to save them. We need our white knight in shining 
armor to rescue us from our own incompetence and to 
create for us a protected environment where we can 
safely exist as an ornament for our hero. But Jesus 
isn't that kind of sexist savior. In fact he died a grisly 
death in order to save us. I don't pretend to be able to 
give a new feminist theory of the atonement, but I do 
think a uniquely feminine experience gives real insight 
into what happened on the cross. 

Many feminists are so horrified by the cross 
that they do not view it as either atoning or salvific. 
They view it as one more example of men crucifying 
men in power lust. But listen now to three medieval
ists who describe Jesus' death on the cross in terms of 
childbirth. First, St Anselm: 

And if you had not died, you would not have brought 
forth. 
For longing to bear sons into life, 
You tasted death, and by dying, you begot them. 

(The Prayers and Meditations ofSt. Anselm. p. 157) 

Second, Marguerite d'Oingt, the thirteenth 
cenLury prioress: 

Ah, who has seen a woman give birth thus! 
And when the hour of birth came, they placed 
You on the bed of the Cross, And it is not astonishing 
your veins reptured, as you gave birth 

in one single day, 
to the whole world! 

(Les Oeuvres de Marguerite d'Oingt, p. 33) 
And last, Juliana of Norwich, the fourteenth 

century.anchoress: 

"We realize that all our mothers bear us for pain and 
for dying, and what is that? But our true mother, 
Jesus-Alllove--alone bears us for joy and for 
endless living, blessed may he be! Thus he sustains us 
within himself in love and hard labor, until the fulness 
of time." 

(The Revelations ofDivine Love. pp.191-192) 

ASKING THE TOUGH QUESTIONS:
 

IS THERE EQUALITY IN
 
CHRISTIANS FOR BffiLICAL EQUALITY?
 

by Jeff, Bolton, writer and member ofCBE's Twin
 
Cities chapter
 

The commitment to equality to be found in 
Christians for Biblical Equality (CBE) as an organiza
tion will hinge on our individual approaches to 
equality. 

One approach is to view CBE as a feminist 
organization. But in the popular sense of the word, is 
CBE "feminist"? If it is, this column can serve as my 
official notification of resignation from CBE. I am not 
a feminist. But before you use this paper to cover your 
bird cage bottom or line the garbage can, listen to my 
reasoning. 

"Feminist" and "feminism" are words that 
have become polluted by their use and abuse in the 
secular world. The words feminist and feminism have 
come to mean more than their original definition. If 
someone were to call me a feminist in the true defmi
tion of the word, I would proudly accept the title. I 
believe in the social, political, and-more impor
tantly- the Biblically-based equality of all in Christ. 
But I can not accept the title of feminist because of 
what it seems to have become in the minds of the 
secular world and, unfortunately, in the minds of many 
Christians. 

"Feminist" and "feminism" have become 
words used simply to define a new oppression, not a 
new equality. The feminists of the world do not seem 
to want equality, but unshared power. Strident 
feminists seem to advocate a change simply based on 
redefining the elitist power structure. And, like Russia 
throwing out the elitist Tsarist system for the equally 
elitist Communist system, the new oppression can only 
become worse. Unbridled power corrupts. 

Would being a "feminist" organization help 
CBE? Does a "feminist" slant or view help CBE? I 
would say emphatically not. 

Remember: We are CHRISTIANS FOR 
BffiLICAL EQUALITY, not Christians for Biblical 
Equality Focussing on Women's Issues. And with our 
particular focus on equality, we need to direct our 
views to the biblical equality of all. This means that 
we seek Bible-based equality for women- along with 
men, Blacks, Hispanics, Orientals, poor and any other 
group. 

If we are concentrating only on women's 
rights and women's needs, then we will miss the needs 
and rights of the men in our group and in Christ's 
Body. By focussing on one group we denigrate the 

5
 



other groups. 
Some of the women CBE members will have 

to face up to the fact that although in Christ, we are 
equal (Galations 3:28) through our faith, there are 
men, different races, different economic classes, and 
different denominations in CBE. 

There are many reasons for this. First, the 
concept of mutual equality in Christ is biblical. 

Second, men or representatives of other 
groups have been just as hurt by the various accepted 
psuedo-biblical heirarchial teachings as women. The 
men (and women) want to hear more about mutual 
equality so they can implement more of that biblical 
equality and freedom and power in their lives, 
churches and relationships. 

Unfortunately, there have been too many time 
during the CBE meetings when it seems as though 
women are shown as the only ones who hurt and that 
men are the only ones doing the hurting. It often 
seems as if the people at the meetings will talk about 
how "MEN" have taught, "MEN" have done, "MEN" 
have said harmful or hurting things leaving irreparable 
scars or unhealed hurt. Or, sometimes to keep things 
in"balance", we have heard that MEN have NOT 
taught, MEN have NOT done, MEN have NOT said 
the freeing or healing thing. Frankly, I see men being 
labelled, as a general group, as oppressive tyrants. 

But I am not a group. Why am I being denied 
my individuality in Christ? Why are my hurts and 
emotional needs being unaddressed by fellow Chris
tians? Why am I being attacked in this general mud
slinging? Simply because I had the unfortunate 
experience of being born male? 

I do not want to surprise anyone reading this, 
but there are men inside and outside of CBE who do 
not intentionally hurt others and who do not believe in 
psuedo-biblical hierarchial teaching. And there are 
men inside and outside of CBE who have been 
horribly oppressed by other groups-including 
women. But instead of addressing these matters, I 
often hear generalized comments about the male 
population. 

I have heard women say, or had it reported to 
me, that it is all right for general comments and 
observations and subtle put-downs about men to be 
made because women have had to listen to them for 
years and "it's about time they knew what it was like." 
What an unkind and unloving comment for a Christian, 
particularily one who supposedly believes in biblical 
equality, to make! 

I understand, and certainly do not deny, that 
certain men have hurt certain women in particular 
situations. I do not make light of these actions or 
excuse them, but men have hurt men, women have hurt 
women, and women have hurt men. Many of us are, 
with our Lord's help and grace, working on these 
hurts. But let not become bitter about what has 

happened and project our hurts onto entire groups 
(ALL men, ALL Blacks, and so on). 

Let us use what has happened and what we 
have learned to help Christ's Anny be all that it can 
be. It is time that we look at how many groups have 
been hurt by the teaching that they have received from 
the secular world and Christians. Take time to dis
cover the hurt and cure it Do not waste time assigning 
blame. Listen with the empathy that your own pain 
has given you. 

Others have been hurt by the roles they were 
told to play in ways that we, with our own egocentrism 
or group-centeredness, don't always take the time to 
discover. When we listen to another's pain with quiet, 
respectful empathy, then we will be heard with respect 
And, as we take the time to discover and explore how 
others have been victimized by various psuedo-biblical 
teaching, then we will have a complete picture of how 
God's plan of equality is truly the best method of 
relating for everyone. 

So, is there equality in Christians For Biblical 
Equality? As long as fallible hwnan beings (even 
Chrisitans!) are involved, there can be no real equality, 
only movement towards the goal. But in Christ Jesus 
and through His all-encompassing Grace, we can begin 
to accept our differences along with our mutual 
equality in Him. 

Let us continue to strive for a true equality 
based on the infallible Word. God bless both our 
organization and its members as we seek together to 

honor Him. 

Ruth Bolyard volunteers two years' 
service 

God has given us a wonderful gift in the fonn of a 
volunteer who has come to help Christians for Biblical 
Equality in a time of special need. We are in a transi
tional stage from a small, sometimes baling wire and 
chewing gum operation, to an organization adjusting 
to rapid growth. Ruth herself will live in our new 
office quarters and handle a variety of ministries. 
Among other activities, she is already taking care of 
our very active reprint service, and it was she who 
typed up this edition of Priscilla Papers. She has been 
staying in the home of Berkeley and Alvera Mickelsen 
and will move to the new office quarters by the first of 
next year. 

Everyone appreciates Ruth's kindly spirit and her 
willingness to help out wherever there is a need. She 
comes to us after a two-year stint with a mission to 
native Americans. She has had broad experience in 
many types of ministries and office work. By profes
sion she is a teacher and by commitment a very 
dedicated Christian.who has responded to God's call. 
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LIGHT FOR THE PATH AHEAD 

by Faith Martin, CBC Board member, 
author of Call Me Blessed. (Eerdmans) 

CBE is growing. The sign are all around. 
Membership continues to increase at a steady pace and 
shows no signs of tapering off, especially after the 
biennial conference in Minnesota this past summer and 
the many enthusiastic participants. 

What caused such enthusiasm? I can only 
speak for myself. I was deeply encouraged by the 
quality of the persons attending the conference and the 
reasons for their interest in CBE. Among the women 
attending there was a desire not to advance self but to 
see Jesus Christ advance. Among the men there was 
concern not to have their names associated with some
thing progressive and novel but to see all Christians 
empowered as workers in Christ's kingdom. 

Were we a gathering of perfect people? Far 
from it. But God had called together a group of people 
who had a special unconcern about themselves and a 
deep concern for the Gospel. There were those among 
us who had sacrificed peer approval and sometimes ca
reers because of their commitment to biblical equality, 
but who had a quiet confidence that God was in 
control of their lives. They semed to handle their trials 
without bitterness. 

There were also people, usually the younger 
women, who were so -pleased to find others who felt 
the way they did. "I thought I was the only one who 
believed this way," was a frequent comment And 
these young women felt confmned and strengthened 
when they found that biblical feminism was not a 
counter-culture movement caused by youthful rebel
lion 
but was a serious tradition with older women and men 
leading the way. 

And there were a number of hurting women 
who had suffered deeply in their family life and church 
life, women whose problems were not simply the frus
tration of not being allowed to preach the gospel but 
the pain of not being allowed to live a decent life 
women whose dignity and self worth were badly' 
damaged. But even here through the tears there was a 
gentleness and lack of bitterness. 

Where does such an attitude come from? I 
believe that it comes from a sincere trust in God's 
Word. Trust doesn't only mean believing God's 
Word, it means not being afraid of it. 

I am reminded of an incident that happened 
during my first year of public school teaching. A boy 
was being difficult in class, and I thought of a Bible 
verse that would be effective in that situation. Instead 
of being helped by my reference to Scripture in my 
discipline of him, the student was resentful and sullen. 

Later, when thinking it over, I realized that my intent 
had been wrong. My use of Scripture had been simply 
to control his behavior, not teach him the knowledge 
of God, and he sensed that. (I can only hope that that 
young man had other more positive encounters with 
God's Word and that my punitive use of it was not per
manently harmful to him.) At church, women have 
been dealt with in much the same way as this young 
man was in my classroom. When the have sought 
counsel from church leaders, all too often that coun
selor turned to a select few "passages dealing with 
women" and counseled unilateral submission. In other 
words, the Bible was used as an instrument of con
trol-instead of a light on the path. And because of 
those experiences some women approach Scripture 
with resentment, discounting large portions of Scrip
ture or even avoiding Scripture entirely. 

While such an attitude is understandable, it in 
no way absolves us from our responsibility to under
stand God's Word. In Acts 17:10-13 we read about the 
Bereans. These new Christians studied the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul was telling them was 
true. While this might seem impertinent by today's 
standards of respect toward our religious leaders, the 
author of Acts commends the Bereans for doing it. 
Should we not exercise the same diligence with regard 
to what we are being taught by our leaders? 

In Psalm 36:9 we read, "In your light we see 
light." This has been a favorite verse of mine since my 
teenage years. At that time it was comforting to 
understand that I did not need to be afraid of educa
tion, that it would not automatically draw me away 
from God. That God's truth was what illuminated all 
other knowledge. In later years when the issue of 
women became a concern, Psalm 36 helped me in 
another way. When in discussion with Christians who 
disagreed with me, I would fmd myself growing quite 
impatient. Sermons that contained traditional assump
tions regarding female submission were particularly 
upsetting. Finally, the tension reached a point where I 
felt compelled to study the Bible in a systematic way 
even when educated voices advised against it
"You'll only find submission there," they said. But on 
the strength of Psalm 36 I trusted God's light. 

A wonderful thing began to happen to me as I 
studied: My internal tension melted away, and was 
replaced by calm assurance. Looking back, I can now 
understand that my combative attitude came not from 
conviction but from uncertainty. Once I understood 
that Scripture clearly taught the equality of women, 
less of myself went into argument I realized that the 
outcome of any given discussion did not rest on my 
wits or powers of persuasion. God had it plainly 
marked out in His Scriptures. In other words, what I 
had formerly mistaken as fervor in myself had really 
been a form of whistling in the dark. 

It was study of Scripture that changed my 
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attitude. Psalm 119:92 says, "If your law had not been 
my delight, I would have perished in my affliction." 
God did supply my needs in that situation through 
study of His Word. And while my exact experience 
might not be the same as every member of CBE, we 
each can testify to the importance of Scripture in 
dealing with the issue of women. 

Love of Scripture and a commitment to study 
it as God's faithful and true message was, I believe, 
the reason for another prominent feature of the CBE 
conference: The absence of a harsh attitude toward the 
church. In its place was a desire to see Christ glori
fied. Such an attitude can only come from a devotion 
to God's revealed will for our lives because we each 
know our own weakness and vulnerabilities and how 
we can so easily glide into the sin of self-promotion. 

The number of times the concept of servan
thood kept cropping up in the plenary speeches was 
significant. It seemed that everyone was concerned 
that we not lose sight of our call to be servants, as 
opposed to notions of entitlement or rights. We 
women claim our equality in Christ only that we might 
serve. "As the eyes of a maid look to the hand of her 
mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God..." 
(psm.123:2) We are God's servants, no doubt about it. 

In CBE we don't claim to have all the 
answers. But we do have confidence that God will 
supply answers sufficient for our time from His holy 
book. Our role is to study expec~ntly and diligently. 
The Apostle Peter reminds Christians to study the 
Scriptures. He says we should look to the Word "as to 
a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts." (II Peter 1:19) 
Peter gives us admonition and promise in the same 
breath. As an organization, let us obey the admonition 
and claim the promise--let's continue to study God's 
Word. 

Last summer CBE was asked to conduct a study 
day for a control group of black American Baptist 
women. All are college educated, and all are active in 
black American Baptist churches. They are gifted and 
committed Christian women. All face discrimination in 
the black church. These women come from churches 
deeply committed to the authority of the Bible, and the 
women themselves struggle with the need to accom
modate their personal faith with their desire to use 
their leadership talents in the service of Christ We 
were surprised to learn how severely marginalized 
women are in the black church, and we were asked to 
share our message of equality on the basis of Scripture. 
They are impressed with our scriptural approach to 
leadership opportunities for women and asked us to 
put on a conference for them last summer. The most 
frequently heard comment was, "Wait 'til they hear 

about this in my church!" 

THE VIEW FROM HERE 
By Deborah Olsoe Lunde. CBE Board Member
 
National Director. Misionary Kids' Program,
 

Lutheran Brethren Church
 

The weekend of July 20-23 found me 300 
miles from home, eagerly hurrying to plenary sessions 
and jotting down notes during workshops at the first 
biennial conference sponsored by CBE. The title of 
Theologian Roger Nicole's address aptly captures for 
me the spirit and purpose of the conference: "A Time 
for Affirmation." And yes, I was in need of such 
affirmation from others whom I respected. 

My convictions concerning the validity of 
biblical equality have been growing over the past 12 
years as I have studied the subject of male/female 
relationships. Finding myself far from persons 
knowledgeable about the critical issues or even 
sympathetic to the questions I had about Scripture, my 
main source of learning and sustenance has been 
written material. Books and articles are good nourish
ment but there's nothing like meeting, conversing with 
and sometimes crying with like-minded women and 
men who have also studied the issue and are seeking to 
refine and follow through on their convictions. The 
CBE conference offered many varied opportunities for 
such healing and instructive interaction. 

My reactions throughout the weekend, . 
demonstrate something of the impact the conference 
had for me: How motivating to find others with the 
same deep concern for the equal partnership of men 
and women in evangelism and missions. What a relief 
to discuss the "hard passages" of Scripture with 
someone who understands the ongoing debate con
cerning the meaning of kephale.. Greek for "head," in 
the New Testament How encouraging to honestly 
talk about the struggles and joys of trying to live out 
the principles of equality in a marriage relationship. 
What a comfort to meet others who comprehend the 
discouraging experience of continually butting up 
against restrictions on the use of leadership gifts in the 
church because one is a women. How satisfying to 
hear the stories of change and progress by individuals 
and groups who have taken seriously Scripture's call 
to mutual service and submission of all persons who 
are in Christ 

Now I am home again, home in a rural 
community where, all too often, mixed gatherings end 
up splitting into segregated groups with the men 
discussing hunting and farming and other "male" sub
jects, and the women talking about childcare and 
recipes; home where it is often expected that a man 
should have free rein to pursue his career whether or 
not this restricts or even denies his wife the prospect of 
living out her calling; home where our church over
looks many of the talents and gifts of half of the 
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congregation because they are found in a female fonn. 
It is not always easy to be here, but I have been 
invigorated by the input I received at the conference. I 
have grown in my understanding of the crucial 
Scripture passages which bear on this subject And, I 
have new resolve to continue to promote, in loving 
ways, the good news of the equality of men and 
women of all ages, races and economic classes. 

The 1989 conference is history, but its 
influence will continue to be felt for a long time. I 
look forward to future opportunities to learn and be 
nurtured white attending CBE conferences and special 
events. The 1991 conference in Denver is already 
marked on my calendar! 

The 1990 Christian Association for Psychological 
Studies (CAPS) international convention will meet in 
Dearborn, Michigan, on May 3-6. Two of the featured 
speakers may be of interest to Priscilla Papers readers. 

Friday, May 4 Mary Stewart VanLeeuwen, Ph. D., 
will speak on "Marriage, Family, and the Kingdom of 
God," which will focus on material from her upcoming 
book, Gender and Grace, (Intervarsity Press, March, 
1990). Her presentation will look at how current 
cultural family structure is not necessarily the biblical 
structure for the famity. Dr. VanLeeuwen is professor 
of Inter-Disciplinary studes at Calvin College, Grand 
Rapids,MI. 

Saturday, May 5, Karen Burton Mains will speak on 
looking ahead at the role of healing the the church and 
society. Her recent best-selling books are Open Heart. 
Open Home and Child Sexual Abuse: A Hope/or 
Healing. 

For more infonnation regarding the CAPS 1990 
Convention, contact Dr. Mary Clark, (313) 462-1150 
or write for registration materials to: CAPS 1990 
Convention, P. O. Box 52175, Livonia MI, 48152. 

A Beautiful Spirit 

God abundantly answered our prayers for the 
effectiveness of our fIrst national Christians for 
Biblical Equality Conference. A beautiful spirit of love 
and cooperation was everywhere evident As Mickel 
Maudlin, reporter for Christianity Today observed to 
me, "This conference just exudes health!" We thank 
God for this, as well as for the remarkable contribu
tions made by all those whose labors of love made the 
conference a success. There were many comments. 

"I'm so happy to have found this organization!" 
"I didn't realize that so many other people looked at 
these issues in the same way that I do." "It's so good to 
be with like-minded people." For many, it was their 
first exposure to the concepts of biblical equality. 

And now: 
THE STORY BEIllND THE SONG 

I am still somewhat amazed that I was the one 
who penned the words since, like the prophet of old 
who protested that he was neither a prophet not the 
son of a prophet. I must confess to being neither a poet 
nor the son of a poet Thus when Gretchen Gaebelein 
Hull tossed off her opening line in her plenary address 
on Friday morning of our conference, I gave it very 
little thought. If a song was to be written, it certainly 
would not be written by me. The only poetry from my 
hand was in fulfillment of an English requirement my 

senior year in high school back in 1953! 
My mind was on Gretchen's message when 

suddenly the line came to me: "Jew and Greek to Him 
belong, Racial barriers are all wrong." I turned to a 
clean page in my note pad to write down these words 
and I had to think: "Just what was that line Gretchen 
said?" I hadn't even written it down, but remembered 
it was "We are equal this we know, For the Bible tells 
us so." Being familiar with Galations 3:28, I wrote 
"Slave and free" on the next line and skipped a line to 
write "Male and female." The remainder of these lines 
also appeared: "Slave and free no difference know, 
One in Him who loves them so. Male and female all 
are one, Saved by God's own holy Son." I knew then 
that I had the genn of a song and I turned my attention 
back to Gretchen's address. If I had any thought in my 
mind at this time, it was to return to the words during 
the weekend and perhaps work them into an acceptable 
song. 

After the message, I introduced myself to 
Gretchen as one who had sat under her father's 
ministry and was now pleased to sit under her minis
try. Since no one else was present. I showed her the 
words which came to me during her message and she 
enthusiastically removed the page from my note pad 
(without so much as asking!) and recorded my name 
from the name tag I was wearing. 

During the lunch hour I realized that if the 
tune of "Jesus Loves Me" was to be used with the 
words I had recorded, I had neglected to write a 
chorus. Again, as quickly as I could write the words I 
put down: "Lord, we are equal...because You made us 
so." I couldn't fInd Gretchen, but left the words of the 
chorus tacked to the message board. I didn't see her 
again during the very busy weekend, and didn't see the 
words of the song again untilit was introduced at the 
Sunday morning worship service. You see, it was 
really not "my" song at all- it was a song which 
wrote itself! 

As Paul Harvey says, "Now you know the 
rest of the story." 

Leo J. Kwiatkowski 
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BEHIND THE SCENES: THE CBE CONFER·
 
ENCE CIULDREN'S PROGRAM
 

by Nancy GrafPeters, CBE Board Member 
With a fIrm commitment to family program

ming as its rationale, CBE accepted the challenge of 
devising a children's program to accompany the adult 
conference sessions. Recognizing that parents might 
wish to attend the conference as a family, both day and 
night childcare would be necessary to enable single 
and dual parent families to participate in the entire 
conference schedule. Meaningful children's program
ming, as opposed to babysitting, would complement 
the adult activities and enhance the children's confer
ence experience. 

The Twin Cities' host committee accepted 
that challenge of recruiting capable, college-age child
care counselors and of determining which of the 
campus facilities would best serve our needs. My task 
as coordinator of the children's program was to locate 
appropriate materials from which a curriculum could 
be developed to complement the conference theme, 
"Serving Together." The related theme, "Friends in 
Christ," became the core of the children's program. 
Finding materials that were appropriate and inclusive 
of gender and race was diffIcult! Very few publishers 
offer curricula for children that are in keeping with the 
mission statement of CBE. This lack not only made 
the task of developing a program more challenging, 
but it also pointed out the urgent need for publishers to 
make available the same Christian growth resources 
for children that we, as adults, have come to expect 
and rely upon in our walk toward biblical equality. 

The children were split into two groups: 
Toddlers/preschoolers and elementary-age children. 
Programming for the younger group included both a 
structured (Bible stories, simple craft projects) and 
unstructured (indoor and outdoor play) time. The 
elementary-age group not only made use of the 
excellent campus facilities, but also spent time in Bible 
study, discussion, and personal sharing. This group 
made crafts which not only could be worn for the 
duration of the conference (lanyard cross necklaces), 
or which could be displayed in their otherwise plain 
dorm rooms (wooden clothespin wall crosses), but 
which also could be easily duplicated back at home 
with friends as an evangelistic tool. Both groups came 
together in the afternoon for Bible videos. 

The evening childcare program was crucial 
not only for the parents who had pre-registered for the 
conference, but for those people who came from the 
community to hear the various keynote speakers. 
Since it would be hard to predict the number of walk
ins for whom we might need to provide, two programs 
were set up. A separate room was set aside for 
younger children who might wish to fall asleep, and an 

entertaining children's church program was offered for 
the others. Utilizing the talents of a children's minister 
and a junior high puppetry team, a multimedia 
approach was offered each evening: Music, videos, 
singing, baloon sculptures, and biblically based puppet 
and magic shows. This program not only held the 
attention of the children who had already been part of 
the day-time program, but was structured so that 
newcomers could join right in. Each evening's 
program was different, with the culmination being the 
children's church program during the Sunday school 
hour on the fmal day of the conference. 

Offering both child care and a stimulating 
children's program enabled people to attend the CBE 
conference as a family unit. Single parents were free 
to attend all sessions, and dual parents (and grandpar
ents!) did not have to assign one spouse to childcare 
while the other attended sessions. The success of this 
pilot program and CBE's commitment to the family 
insures that the special needs of families will be served 
in future conferences. Families, put Denver 1991 on 
your calendars now! 

Directions Old and New 
One of the emphases which we wish to make more 

clearly in coming issues is that of singleness. The 
church has long recognized the flexibility of ministry 
which is possible for celibate singles, and women in 
particular often found that the only possibility for their 
ministry lay in a path of singleness. 

We need also to address ourselves to the prevention 
of sexual abuse, especially in Christian homes. An as
tounding number of girls and young women are 
pressured into abusive situations through the manipu
lative use of religious and biblical sentiments. Many 
abusers believe that the Bible calls for the submission 
of women and children in all situations, and they 
utilize bad theology for their own ends. A recent 
conference on such abuse featured a plenary address 
on "The Abusive Bible: Which side is it on?" 

Our resources continue to be one of our very strong 
points. Recently a group from the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran Church, a very conservative and biblically
based denomination, asked us to provide a book-table 
for their fIrst-ever conference on the role and status of 
women in the church. They commented that they had 
researched many other sources of supply and found 
our materials far better in terms of a scriptural affrrma
tion of equality of men and women. Susan McCoubrie 
and Helen Johnson presided over an incredible array of 
books, reprints, anmd freebees. Three CBE members, 
J. J. Leese, Gretchen Hull, and Catherine Kroeger 
served as plenary speakers for the occasion. Our 
affIrmation of the Bible as the authoritative Word of 
God is very good news to them, especially in a 
context of Galatians 3:28. 
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PRISCILLA AND AQUILA AWARD 

One high point of our July conference was the 
Saturday morning plenary session when CBE honored 
Dr. David Clowney for standing for biblical equality 
despite high personal cost. 

Dr Clowney, who had been assistant profes
sor of Apologetics at Westminster Seminary (philadel
phia) until 1988, resigned because he could no longer 
subscribe to that seminary's position that prohibited 
women from being ordained. At the time of his resig
nation he had no other employment.. but he is now 
assistant professor of Philosophy at Glassboro State 
College, New Jersey. In his plenary speech David 
Clowney told of his own personal journey toward a 
view of biblical equality. This was especially poignant 
because he is a graduate of Westminster Seminary and 
also son of a former president of this institution. 

The Priscilla and Aquila Award is taken from 
Romans 16:3 where Paul commends Priscilla and 
Aquila and his fellow-workers "who risked their 
necks." The plaque presented to Dr. Clowney reads: 

Christians
 
for
 

Biblical Equality
 

In recognition of
 
your courage in standing for Biblical Equality
 

despite strong pressure and personal cost,
 
we give this
 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA AWARD
 
to
 

DAVID CLOWNEY
 

July 22, 1989
 
S1. Paul, Minnesota
 

"Greet Priscilla and Aquila..fellow workers..who
 
risked their necks."
 

Romans 16:3
 

CBE Board President Alvera Mickelsen, who 
presented the award, mentioned that at least six people 
had been cited as worthy recipients of the award and 
several of these were at the conference and in situ
ations similar to that of David Clowney. She reminded 
us that following the teachings of the New Testament 
in espousing Biblical Equality demands a willingness 
to suffer not only disapproval by some religious 
authorities but also to be vulnerable to professional or 
economic loss. 

We are grateful for persons who, like David 
Clowney, have been willing to "stand up and be 

counted." 

CBE Equality Statement Unveiled 

A statement affIrming the biblical basis for the 
equality of men and women and outlining practical 
applications of those biblical truths was unveiled at the 
fIrst international conference of Christians for Biblical 
Equality. 

This statement was drawn up by seven evangelical 
biblical scholars: Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian, Professor of 
Biblical Studies at Wheaton College; Dr. W. Ward 
Gasque, E. Marshall Sheppard Professor of Biblical 
Studies at Regent College; Dr. Stanley N. Gundry, 
General Manager, Zondervan Publishing House; 
Gretchen Gaebelein Hull, author of Equal to Serve and 
CBE board member; Dr. Catherine C. Kroeger, former 
chaplain and lecturer in Religion at Hamilton College 
and CBE President; Jo Anne Lyon, Adjunct Professor 
at Asbury Seminary; and Dr. Roger Nicole, Professor 
Emeritus at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
and Professor at Reformed Theological Seminary 
(Orlando). 

This statement was enthusiastically received by the 
hundreds of attendees at the conference and is being 
circulated widely. The purpose of the statement is to 
direct people to the Bible rather than to human 
viewpoints or denominational positions. Its multiplic
ity of Scripture references encourages readers to search 
God's Word for themselves. The statement is as 
follows: 

Men, Women and Biblical Equality 

The Bible teaches the full equality of men an 
omen in Creation and in Redemption (Gen. 1:26-28, 
:23,5:1-2; I Cor. 11:11-12; Gal. 3:13,28, 5:1). 

The Bible teaches that God has revealed 
imself in the totality of Scripture, the authoritative 
ord of God (Matt. 5: 18; John 10:35; 2 Tim. 3: 16; 2 

eter 1:20-21). We believe that Scripture is to be
 
nterpreted wholistically and thematically. We also
 

ognize the necessity of making a distinction
 
tween inspiration and interpretation: Inspiration
 
lates to the divine impulse and control whereby the 
hole canonical Scripture is the Word of God; 

nterpretation relates to the human activity whereby w 
eek to apprehend revealed truth in harmony with the 
tality of Scripure and under the guidance of the Holy 
pirit To be truly biblical, Christians must continually 
xamine their faith and practice under the searchlight 
f Scripture. 

Biblical Truths 

. The Bible teaches that both man and woman were 
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created in God's image, had a direct relationship with interpreted simplistically and in contradiction to the 
God, and shared jointly the responsiblities of procreat rest of Scripture, but their interpetation must take into 
ing and rearing children and having dominion over the account their relation to the broader teaching of 
created order (Gen. 1:26-28). Scripture and their total context (l Cor. 11:2 -16, 
2. The Bible teaches that woman and man were created 14:33-36; 1 Tim. 2:9-15).
 
for full and equal partnership. The word "helper" 10. The Bible defines the function of leadership as the
 
(ezer), used to designate woman in Genesis 2:18, empowerment of others for service rather than as the
 
refers to God in most instances of Old Testament exercise of power over them (Matt. 20:25-28, 23:8;
 
usage (e.g. 1 Sam. 7:12; Ps. 121:1-2). Consequently Mark 10:42-45; John 13:13-17; Gal. 5:13; I Peter 5:2

the word conveys no implication whatsoever of female 3).
 
subordination or inferiority.
 
3. The Bible teaches that the forming of woman from Family
 
man demonstrates the fundamental unity and equality
 
of human beings (Gen. 2:21-23). In Genesis 2:18, 20 11. The Bible teaches that husbands and wives are
 
the word "suitable" (kenegdo) denotes equality and heirs together of the grace of life and that they are
 
adequacy. bound together in a relationship of mutual submission
 

and responsibility (l Cor. 7:3-5; Eph. 5:21; 1 Peter 4. The Bible teaches that man and woman were co
3:1-7; Gen. 21:12). The husband's function as "head"participants in theFall: Adam was no less culpable than 

Eve (Gen. 3:6; Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:21-22). (Kephale) is to be understood as self-giving love and 
service within this relationship of mutual submission 

Eve resulted from the Fall and was therefore not a part 
5. The Bible teaches that the rulership of Adam over 

(Eph. 5:21-33; Col. 3:19; I Peter 3:7). 

of the original created order. Genesis 3:16 is a predic 12. The Bible teaches that both mothers and fathers are 
tion of the effects of the Fall rather than a prescription to exercise leadership in the nurture, training, disci

of God's ideal order. pline, and teaching of their children (Exod. 20: 12; Lev 
19:3; Deut. 6:6-9, 21: 18-21,27:16; Prov. 1:8,6:20; 

Redemption Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20; 2 Tim. 1:5; see also Luke 2:51). 

Application 

women as well as men. Through faith in Christ we all 
become children of God, one in Christ, and heirs to the 

6. The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ came to redeem 

Community 

blessings of salvation without reference to racial, 
social, or gender distinctives (John 1: 12-13; 1. In the church, spiritual gifts of women and men are 

Rom. 8:14-17; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26-28). to be recognized, developed, and used in serving and 
teaching ministries at all levels of involvement: as 

Community small group leaders, counselors, facilitators, adminis
trators, ushers, communion servers, and board mem
bers, and in pastoral care, teaching, preaching, and 

came on men and women alike. Without distinction, 
7. The Bible teaches that at Pentecost the Holy Spirit 

worship. 

the Holy Spirit indwells women and men, and In so doing, the church will honor God as the 

sovereignly distributes gifts without preference as to source of spiritual gifts. The church will also fulfill 

gender (Acts 2:1-21; 1 Cor. 12:7,11,14:31). God's mandate ofstewardship without the appalling 

8. The Bible teaches that both women and men are loss to God's kingdom that results when half of the 

called to develop their spiritual gifts and to use them church's members are excluded from positions of 

as stewards of the grace ofGod (I Peter 4:10-11). Both responsibility. 

men and women are divinely gifted and empowered to 2. In the church, public recognition is to be given to 

minister to the whole Body of Christ., under His both women and men who exercise ministries of 

authority (Acts 1:14, 18:6,21:9; Rom. 16:1-7, 12-13, service and leadership. 

15; Phil. 4:2-3; Col. 4:15; see also Mark 15:40-41, In so doing, the church will model the unity and 

16:1-7; Luke 8:1-3; John 20:17-18; compare also Old harmony that should characterize the community of 

Testament examples: Judges 4:4-14,5:7; 2 Chron. believers. In a world fractured by discrimination'and 

34:22-28; Provo 312:30-31; Micah 6:4). segregation, the church will dissociate itself from 

9. The Bible teaches that., in the New Testament worldly or pagan devices designed to make women 

economy, women as well as men exercise the pro feel inferior for being female. It will help prevent their 

phetic, priestly, and royal functions (Acts 2: 17-18, departure from the church or their rejection of the 

21:9; 2 Cor. 11:5; I Peter 2:9-10; Rev. 1:6,5:10). Christian faith. 

Therefore, the few isolated texts that appear to restrict 
the full redemptive freedom of women must not be 
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Family 

3. In the Christian home, husband and wife are to defe 
to each other in seeking to fulfill each other's prefer
ences, desires, and aspirations. Neither spouse is to 
seek to dominate the other, but each is to act as servant 
of the other, in hwnility considering the other as better 
than oneself. In case of decisional deadlock, they 
should seek resolution through biblical methods of 
conflict resolution rather than by one spouse imposing 
a decision upon the other. 

In so doing, husband and wife will help the Chris
tian home stand against improper use of power and 
authority by spouses and will protect the home from 
wife and child abuse that sometimes tragically follows 
a hierarchical interpretation of the husband's "head
ship." 
4. In the Christian home, spouses are to learn to share 
the responsiblities of leadership on the basis of gifts, 
expertise, and availability, with due regard for the 
partner most affected by the decision under considera
tion. 

In so doing, spouses willieam to respect their 
competencies and complementarity. This will prevent 
one spouse from becoming the perennial loser, often 
forced to practice ingratiating or deceitful manipula
tion to protect self-esteem. By establishing their 
marriage on a partnership basis, the couple will 
protect it from joining the tide of dead or broken 
marriages resulting from marital inequities. 
5. In the Christian home, couples who share a lifestyle 
characterized by the freedom they find in Christ will 
do so without experiencing feelings of guilt or resort
ing to hypocrisy. They are freed to emerge from an un 
biblical "traditionalism" and can rejoice in their mutua 
accountability in Christ 

In so doing, they will openly express their 
obedience to Scripture, will model an example for 
other couples in quest of freedom in Christ, and will 
stand against patterns of domination and inequality 
sometimes imposed upon church and family. 

We believe that biblical equality as reflected in this 
document is true to Scripture.We stand united in our 
conviction that the Bible, in its totality, is the liberatinl 
Word that provides the most effective way for women 
and men to exercise the gifts distributed by the Holy 
Spirit and thus to serve God. 

Anyone wishing additional free copies of this 
statement may write to our national office. We 
encourage all our members and friends to circulate the 
statement to any persons interested in studying "Men, 
Women, and Biblical Equality." 
Christians for Biblical Equality, 2830 Lower 138th St., 
Rosemount, Minnesota, 55068, U.S.A. 

HANDS AND HEARTS ACROSS THE
 
OCEAN:
 

IMPRESSIONS OF THE MEN, WOMEN,
 
AND GOD CONFERENCE
 

by Jo Ellen Heil 

My mother is a painter. Her chosen mediwn? 
Oils. Several friends compose. I write, using words as 
tools. God is also an artist, the consummate artist. 
During a recent trip to the U.K., I relearned how the 
expressive hands of God create not only with liquids or 
letters, but also with people and places. 

On September 28th, I left California to be part 
of Britain's "Men, Women & God" conference, 
present a workshop and represent CBE. I would 
promote Biblical feminism on an international scale! 
Realistically, I yearned to minister and be ministered 
unto. In my purse I carried the addresses of three 
sisters I'd briefly met at the CBE conference in July. 
Eight full, blank days lay ahead of me. Only God 
knew what would transpire. Openness and flexibility 
were the tools I needed to discover the colors and 
textures upon this specific canvas. 

Silver and gold. "Make new friends but keep 
the old," Enter Alison Grieve, MWG treasurer, 
conference planner and London accountant in "real 
life," Her warm hug at the airport, honest spirit in the 
car and inviting flat reassured my jet-lagged body that 
I was indeed in the right place. As we broke bread 
(right after I broke her vase.. ), labored over book sale 
totals, prayed and giggled through "Romancing the 
Stone", during the next few days I realized we were 
kindred spirits. Chums forever. 

Hustle. Challenge. Bustle. Learning. God 
splashes in a colidescope of colors. "Fatigue? No 
problem...Why can't I hear what this person is~? 

I fmd myself caught up in THE conference - "Together 
At Last", a national 
celebration of Biblical Equality held at Aston Univer
sity, Birmingham. While 180 souls have paid to attend, 
some 225 show up the morning of the 30th. I hoist 
tables, rip open bags of coffee cups, make sure my 
name is spelled correctly in the program (it is), arrange 
the Mennonites' book table, and vainly attempt to 
properly attach important names with faces. I'm 
secretly glad I wore my sneakers, even if they don't 
match my dress and am convinced I am in heaven 
because of the wondrous riot of British accents all 
around me. 

Throughout the day I am awed at how God 
colors our lives, opening up new vistas for our eyes. 
As we debate, laugh and nod with understanding, I 
realize how vital it is we actually meet. The atmos
phere is particularly inclusive of single people, youth 
and is tinged with a cosmopolitan air. As I share 
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official CBE greetings at the podium, I am welcomed 
and applauded on behalf of the folks "back home". It 
is a rosy, wann moment. 
Distinct personalities make up the rich texture of the 
conference tapestry. Phill Vickery, social worker and 
leader in Britain's "home church" movement, chal
lenges and delights me with rich political discussion. 
SPRINGS dance troupe time warps me back seven 
years to my fIrst U.S. conference - one of the songs 
they perform to is Ken Medema's powerful "Bent 
Over Woman," David Cohen, of Scripture Union 
Press, is a cheerful, continual presence throughout the 
day as we share the MWG booth. He pushes books 
and I regroup between gulps of tea. I try to look 
informative, answering MWG questions with an 
American accent and eagerly thrust membership slips 
into people's hands. And, just as everyone pairs off at 
lunchtime, Marlene Cohen gathers me up under her 
wirig, much as Jesus would have done with Jerusalem. 
In doing so, she unknowingly brushes aside the one 
"stranger in a strange land" mood which fleetingly 
caresses my heart. 

Our pigments blend and new hues are created 
out of old designs. I see vivid blues, bubbling springs 
in a dry desert, as Trisha Dale describes her recent 
ascent into Hebrew classes. Red catches my eye in 
the EUROPA pamphlet - I learn of evangelical 
feminists organizing throughout Europe. As one of my 
workshop participants shares of her musical giftedness, 
I'm reminded of bountiful, fertile shades of green. 
And, at the end of the day, when I pray with a sister in 
a quiet corner, purple veils our spirits. Purple provides 
her with the anointing of God, yet represents our 
sorrow because a brother does not acknowledge that 
full anointing. We come before God's throne to seek 
restoration to this broken relationship. This is one of 
the reasons I have come. 

I have come to minister and be ministered 
unto. Now the receiving begins. God's skillful hands 
are busy. All Souls Church, London. I sit amid a 
thousand other believers and peer around a large 
marble pillar. John Stott begins his series on the 
Beatitudes. White flames lick up the dross in my soul 
as I realize truths the Holy Spirit would speak to me. 
Tears come. The Asian woman on my right presses a 
tissue into my hand. I am comforted in our sisterhood. 
White. A purifying, eternal color on the canvas. 

Oxford. The name conjures up "Chariots of 
Fire," C .S. Lewis, Gaudy Night and Vera Brittain's 
Testament a/Youth. Am I really here? Kathy Keay, 
former student. now a published writer and MWG 
foremother, squires me around her favorite haunts. As 
we search out moldy treasures in every bookstore, our 
friendship-colored ribbons intertwine. 

Dreams do come true. For a few hours I 
imagine myself belonging to this place. Surely God 
delights in the golden hues of ancient hallways 

dappled with sunlight, rough Tudor mortar slapdashed 
against red brick, tan courtyards ruled with green grass 
and the rich black of the woolen cape I've borrowed. 
At the close of the day Kathy and I run into Christ 
Church for Evensong, steps ahead of the vicar. The 
boys' choir chants Psalm 18. Sitting upright in our 
wooden stalls, we reflect upon the great cloud of 
witnesses who have gone before us. We are renewed. 
I study the elderly, white-haired vicar as he reads 
scripture. I also glimpse, for the fIrst time, the 
centuries of tradition which my sisters vie against. I 
vow to pray regularly on their behalf, then idly 
decipher the stone mosaic in the floor before me: 
"Justice," Appropriate enough! Oxford's wann colors 
slide into a velvet night as we drive home to Milton 
Keynes. 

Grey. Why did God choose to add 1b.i.s color? 
An early morning phone call pierces this week of 
refreshment with startling news. Ruth Olson, close 
friend and prayer partner, has died. She struggles 
against chemotheraphy no longer. She now dances in 
Jerusalem in a rainbow robe with sparklers of real 
jewels in her upstretehed hands. As I weep, Kathy 
envelops me as a compassionate mother eagle. Her 
anns become enfolding wings, soft but mighty. The 
MWG community moves in to support me. Later I 
walk along the Thames in a grey cloud, moving, 
unfeeling, feeling 100 much. A grey afternoon. 

Somehow I realize this particular color will 
not dominate the tapestry. The Artist's spectrum is 
varied. I recall silver and gold. New friends espe
cially precious. Future visits hoped for. The rosy 
glow of acceptance. Blue, red, green and purple. The 
bright Body of Christ spanning cultures and distance. 
We now remember each other as we strive for revival 
and justice. We know we are not alone. We are 
multiplied hundredfold. Purifying white. The Holy 
Spirit. still concerned with the individual. Wann tans 
and rich blacks. God really making dreams come true. 
Grey, enriching the other shades, as if in painful 
service to them. These are the colors which the Master 
Weaver deftly intertwined during our MWG confernce 

and beyond. A rich, varied weaving indeed. 

We've Outgrown our Office! 
The increasing stream of inquiries, memberships, 

orders and appeals is inundating the mobile home of 
Susan McCoubrie, our wonderful secretary. It is time 
to move to larger quarters. All of us are tremendously 
indebted to Susan for the fantastic personal letters 
which she has written to so many of you, and we are 
tremendously grateful for the hospitality which she has 
given to our fledling organization. Susan will continue 
to answer your.letters, but there will be a new address. 
After January I, 1990, please write to CBE, 7433 
Borman Ave. E., Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076 

14
 



''THANK YOU" 

TO THE MINNESOTA CHAPTER OF CBE 

The type could not possibly be big enough to 
express our heartfelt thanks to the Minnesota Chapter 
for its tireless efforts to help bring about the "Miracle 
in St. Paul"-{)therwise known as our first CBE 
national conference. From beginning to end, the 
sisters and brothers of this our largest chapter were 
gracious, efficient, and-most important-always 
there! The conference would not have been possible 
without the cooperation and unity Minnesota modeled 
for all of us. Denver '91 has a hard act to follow! (But 
we know our Front Range Chapter will rise to the oc
casion as they plan for our mountain conference.) 

We had two women from the Philippines 
attending our conference, and they sent a special note 
of thanks that will be encouraging to CBE members: 

"This conference has truly been a 
tremendous success. I have sensed a unity of 
mind and spirit among all the participants. I 
thank the Lord for this rare privilege of fel
lowshipping with sisters and brothers who 
seek to live out the true essence of the 
Gospel. May God bless all your efforts for 
His glory!" 

Thelma 

"We have been impressed by the 
extent of transformation God has done in your 
midst as we see the beautiful dwelling 
together of scholarship and servanthood. We 
have been honored to listen to and to be 
served by the best. Our being here is indeed a 
miracle. Thank you for your faithfulness to 
be used by Him, even for our sakes." 

Janet 

THANK YOU AGAIN, MINNESOTA - YOU
 

REALLY MADE IT ALL HAPPEN!
 

OUR APOLOGIES, BUT NOW•.. 

We want to correct any problems with our tape and 
reprint orders at the CBE Conference 1st July. Please 
contact our office if these items apply to your order: 
1.	 Those who bought the reprint "The Early Feminists 

and the Clergy" are missing the last page. We 
will be happy to send the missing page to you. 

2.	 Those who bought the tape of Workshop 10, "The 
Inversion of Patriarchy" by Gretchen Gaebelein 
Hull, may have tapes on which the first side is 
blank. There was an error in recording, now 
corrected. Please send us the defective tape and 
we 'Il mail you a new one. 

3.	 The tape list was incomplete. We regret that two 
items were omitted: Workshop 29, "The 
Independent Woman: Feminist Ideal or 
Christian Misfit?" by Kathy Keay, and also the 
Morning Devotions, "Reflections on Esther" by 
the Rev. Deborah Menken. Please add these to 
your tape list and feel free to order them from 
us. 

Thanks for bearing with us as we deal with these 
corrections! 

After January flrst,our address will be 

Christians for Biblical Equality
 
7433 Bonnan Ave. E.
 

Inver Grove Heights, MN, 55076
 

Time for membership and 
subscription renewals! 

It's time for our renewals. You should already have 
received a reminder in the mail. Please renew now and 
saveus the expense of sending you another renewal 
notice. Your membership helps us to speak with a 
concerted voice on issues related to biblical egalitari
anism. We need your prayers, your suggestions, your 
support and your membership. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICAnON FORM 
Name~ 1 

Christians for Biblical Equality 
c/o Susan McCoubrie Address, _ 

2830 Lower 138th St 
Rosemount, MN 55068 OY- ----! 

Phone ( )	 _IEnclosed is my yearly membership fee 
(check one) _$10 for individual 

_ $15 for couple	 Church Denomination _ 
_ $5 for student! low income/senior 

Membership includes subscription to Priscilla Papers. __Check here if you are enclosing $10 for Priscilla 
Papers only but do not want at present to be a 

member. 
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President's Report to our Members 

We live in a time of tremendous religiosity; and many 
traditonalists have used this swing toward more 
religious commitment to harden their own line on the 
subordination of women. Others take what they 
perceive the Bible to say about women as a reason to 
repudiate Scripture and to declare that such repressive 
dictates cannot truly be the Word of God. Our insis
tence upon the authority and inspiration of the Bible, 
and upon a biblical basis for the equality of women 
and men in church, home, and society is very distinc
tive. As members of CBE, we are seeking to maintain 
a prophetic voice both to the church and to the world at 
large. The role of prophet is usually not a very 
comfortable one. Many do not care to hear what we 
have to say, but others are telling us that it makes a 
tremendous difference in terms of their personal lives 
and faith. 

We are beginning to address ourselves more 
directly to the need for equality in the home and in 
society. The publication of board member Jim and 
Phyllis Alsdurf's book, Ballered into Submission, 
produced by Inter Varsity Press, should open up new 
opportunities for us to minister. We need to be more 
forceful in arguing a biblical case for equality that 
prevents anyone individual from believing that he or 
she should always have his/her own way in the family. 

Weare also trying to extend our witness beyond 
our own shores. I attended the Lausanne II conference 
in Manila this summer as a lmember of the Women's 
Mfinity Group. There proved to be a tremendous 

Christians for Biblical Equality 
2830 Lower 138th St. W. 
Rosemount, MN, 55068 
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interest in our literature. Thousands of pieces were 
duplicated and snatched up with great excitement Our 
materials have gone to Eastern Europe, in great 
quantity to India and Mrica, and to missions leaders 
who were particularly concerned about involving 
women in the proclamation of the Gospel. Our 
leadership in supplying a biblical and theological 
rationale is desperately needed. 

As the crises of the world were set before the 
conference delegates, I grew increasingly burdened. 
How could I do anything to make a difference in view 
of the world's colossal hunger, poverty, disease, 
illiteracy, injustice, discrimination, corruption and 
strife? I asked myself what Jesus would have done, 
and I remembered that he had engaged in a very 
extensive training course for a small group of leaders 
who subsequently "turned the world upside down." 
That number included women as well as men. (Luke 
8: 1-3; 23:49,55) Our Saviour specifically prepared and 
empowered women to be the flrst to proclaim the 
resurrection, (Luke 24:6-8) the fact that heralded in the 
birth of the Church. Continuing this training and 
empowerment is the mandate which we believe to be 
our mission. We can motivate both women and men to 
make the love of Christ known in every dimension of 
life. 

As CBE members we stand together in insisting 
that Jesus Christ came to set us free, that God's Word 
calls for mutual respect and caring, and that no 
distortion of Scripture can justify that which the Bible 
condemns. We affirm the biblical basis for the equality 
and ministry of women and men in church, home, and 
society. 
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