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Open My Eyes, 
 That I May See
   
  by Clara H. Scott 

Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free.

Refrain 
Silently now I wait for Thee,
Ready my God, Thy will to see,
Open my eyes, illumine me,
Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear;
And while the wave notes fall on my ear,
Everything false will disappear.

Open my mouth, and let me bear,
Gladly the warm truth everywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with Thy children thus to share.

Open My Eyes. Words & Music: Clara H. Fiske Scott 
(1�41–1��7); first appeared in Best Hymns No. 2, by 
Elisha  A.  Hoffman  &  Harold  F.  Sayles  (Chicago,  Ill.: 
Evangelical Publishing Company, 1���).  Clara Scott 
taught music at the Ladies Seminary, in Lyons, Iowa 
(1���) and published  the  Royal Anthem Book,  the 
first volume of anthems published by a woman.

1. This hymn by Charlotte Elliott (1835) is most famous as an altar call song in 
the Billy Graham crusades. Graham used the title of the hymn as the title of his 
1997 autobiography.
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2. John Jacob Niles, the singer 
and collector of folk songs, 
said that he based this 
haunting Christmas carol 
(1933) on a song he heard a 
girl named Annie Morgan 
singing. She was the daugh-
ter of a revivalist preacher 
whose poverty-stricken 
family was camping in the 
town square of Murphy, 
North Carolina.

3. This hymn by abolitionist Julia 
Ward Howe (1861) became 
popular in the Union Army 
during the Civil War, and is still 
a favorite Memorial Day hymn. 
It was sung at the funerals of 
British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, Senator Robert Ken-
nedy, and Presidents Ronald 
Reagan and Richard Nixon.

4. Martin Luther King Jr. quoted the words of 
this spiritual in his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech, and its words are inscribed on his 
tombstone. The spiritual (1931) was collected 
in Sumter County, Alabama, by WPA project 
worker Ruby Pickens Tartt.

5. Perhaps the most familiar children’s hymn 
(1860) of all time is based on a poem Anna B. 
Warner wrote for her sister Susan’s novel, Say 
and Seal. A reporter once asked theologian 
Karl Barth to summarize what he had said in 
the thousands of pages of theology he had 
written. After thinking for a moment, Dr. 
Barth quoted the first two lines of this hymn.
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[Music] is no invention of ours: it is a 
gift of God. I place it next to theology.  

  — Martin Luther

He understands;
 He’ll say ‘Well done’
   
  by Lucie Campbell-Williams 

If when you give the best of your service
Telling the world that the Savior is come
Be not dismayed if men don’t believe you
He understands; He’ll say, “Well done.”

He’ll Understand and Say, ‘Well Done.’  
Words & Music: Lucie Campbell (1�33)  

Lillias Trotter

John Newton

Lucie Campbell-Williams

answers: 1) Just As I Am 2) I Wonder As I Wander 3) Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 4) Free at Last 5) Jesus Loves Me 6) Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus 7) Precious Lord Take My Hand 8) Amazing Grace 9) Something Within 10) ’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus

NAME THAT HYMN
See if you can guess the names of these beloved hymns based on the inspiring stories of the women and 
men who wrote them. The answers are listed at the bottom of the page.

6. Helen H. Lemmel based this hymn (1922) on the Gospel 
tract Focused, by missionary Lillias Trotter, which includ-
ed these words: “So then, turn your eyes upon Him, look 
full into His face and you will find that the things of earth 
will acquire a strange new dimness.”

7. Known as “the greatest gospel song of all time,” 
Thomas Dorsey wrote this hymn (1932) after 
his wife Nettie died while giving birth to their 
son who also died soon afterward. Gospel singer 
Mahalia Jackson performed it for Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s funeral.

8. This is probably the most popular hymn 
(1779) in the English language—per-
haps because its words so well describe 
the author: John Newton was a slave 
trader before coming to Christ. 

9. Pioneering gospel musician Lucie Campbell 
Williams’ first hymn (1919) was inspired by a 
chance encounter with a blind gospel singer 
named Connie Rosemond. When some men 
pressured Connie to sing some blues, he 
responded, “I can’t do that; all that I know is 
that there is something within” and insisted 
on singing only gospel songs. 

10. As a teenager, Louisa Stead felt called 
to be a missionary after attending a 
camp meeting in Urbana, Ohio. She 
wrote her most famous hymn (1882) 
after witnessing her first husband’s 
death as he tried to rescue a drown-
ing boy. She later remarried to Robert 
Wodehouse and served as a mission-
ary in South Africa, Rhodesia, and 
Zimbabwe. Her daughter Lily mar-
ried D. A. Carson and became a mis-
sionary like her mother.
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