I Tertius . . .
The theme of this issue of Priscilla Papers
is Bible Translation. We featured this same
theme four years ago, in the spring of 2015,
but it is an important topic and worthy of
considerable attention.
The opening article is appropriately
titled, “The Power of Bible Translation.” Author Aloo Mojola
draws on his extensive experience as a Bible translator in
eastern Africa. He offers insightful perspectives on the nature
of Bible translation, including discussions of grammatical
gender and the challenge of translating references to God.
The second article moves from the broad topic of Bible
translation to a particular detail of the biblical text, Junia’s
name and her description as “outstanding among the
apostles,” found in Romans 16:7. Most readers of Priscilla
Papers will be familiar with debates about Junia’s sex and
apostleship. The handful of perspectives and their several
supporting arguments can be found in various books and
journals, but not without considerable effort. This article,
by Dennis Preato, gathers such information together in one
place and also brings it up-to-date.
Our third article returns to an African context.
Missionary Joshua Barron writes about relationships
among the Maasai people of Kenya, including a section on
Ephesians 5 as a biblical witness to gender relationships.
Joshua makes a convincing case that, not only should
the Maasai learn lessons from Christianity about gender

relationships, but Maasai culture can be instructive for the
global church as well.
Finally, Phil Payne argues that 1 Corinthians 14:34-35
originates, not from Paul himself, but from a marginal note
made by an early reader. Scribes subsequently added this
marginal note to the text, at two different places. Phil writes
here in response to an article that Kirk MacGregor published
in Priscilla Papers in the winter of 2018. Kirk describes the
text in question as a quotation-refutation device, meaning
that Paul quotes a statement, only to then refute it. Thus
these two authors agree that Paul did not compose, for
example, the statement, “it is disgraceful for a woman to
speak in the church” (1 Cor 14:35b NIV). They disagree,
however, on how something Paul did not compose came
to be included in this letter to the Corinthian Christians.
I reiterate here what I said in the editorial introduction to
that issue, that a central purpose of academic journals is to
foster scholarly discussion that moves us toward the truth of
important and difficult matters.

Our cover photo features Julia Evelina Smith and Abigail
Hadassah Smith, sisters from Connecticut who fought
for the abolition of slavery and for women's suffrage. The
picture makes an appropriate cover photo because Julia was
the first woman to translate the complete Bible into English,
a monumental task she completed in 1855.

. . . greet you in the Lord.

DISCLAIMER: Final selection of all material published by CBE International in Priscilla Papers is entirely up to the discretion of the publisher, editor, and peer reviewers.
Please note that each author is solely legally responsible for the content and the accuracy of facts, citations, references, and quotations rendered and properly
attributed in the article appearing under his or her name. Neither CBE, nor the editor, nor the editorial team is responsible or legally liable for any content or any
statements made by any author, but the legal responsibility is solely that author’s once an article appears in print in Priscilla Papers.

Editor: Jeff Miller
Associate Editor / Graphic Designer: Theresa Garbe
President / Publisher: Mimi Haddad
President Emerita: Catherine Clark Kroeger†
Consulting Editor: William David Spencer
Peer Review Team: Joshua Barron, Lynn H. Cohick, Havilah
Dharamraj, Tim Foster, Susan Howell, Jamin Hübner, Loretta
Hunnicutt, Adam Omelianchuk, Chuck Pitts, Marion Taylor,
Karen Strand Winslow
On the Cover: Portrait of Abby Hadassah Smith & Julia Evelina
Smith, 1877; Library of Congress, Public Domain
Priscilla Papers is indexed in the ATLA Religion Database® (ATLA RDB®),
http://www.atla.com, in the Christian Periodical Index (CPI), in New
Testament Abstracts (NTA), and in Religious and Theological Abstracts
(R&TA), as well as by CBE itself. Priscilla Papers is licensed with EBSCO’s fulltext informational library products. Full-text collections of Priscilla Papers are
available through EBSCO Host’s Religion and Philosophy Collection, Galaxie
Software’s Theological Journals collection, and Logos Bible Software. Priscilla
Papers is a member publication of the American Association of Publishers.

2

• Priscilla Papers | Vol. 33, No. 2 | Spring 2019

Priscilla Papers (issn 0898-753x) is published quarterly by
CBE International
122 W Franklin Avenue, Suite 218, Minneapolis, MN 55404-2451
www.cbeinternational.org | 612-872-6898
© CBE International, 2019.

cbeinternational.org

